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ACVS client guide: Mammary tumours (clear overview of surgery choices and differences
between dogs and cats).

VCA client education (dogs): early spay risk reduction 0.5% / 8% / 26% benchmark figures.
Veterinary Evidence (2025): feline risk reduction with early spay (91% <6 months; 86% <1
year).

Comprehensive review (2023): current state of canine mammary cancer—biology, staging,
and treatment.

Feline prognosis and size effect: classic and contemporary analyses showing smaller tumors
= better outcomes.

Surgical options summary (dogs): lumpectomy — regional — unilateral/bilateral chain.
Post-op complications (dogs): ~17% any complication across 154 mastectomies; SSI =9% in
recent series.

Feline adjuvant chemo: studies show no clear survival benefit to doxorubicin-based protocols
overall (still considered case-by-case).
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