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RESMHHRIBRBEE (Intervertebral Disc Herniation, IVDD)
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Spinal disc herniation
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Common (10-20%)
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- ACVS (American College of Veterinary Surgeons): Intervertebral Disc Disease in Dogs
- VCA Hospitals: Disc Disease and Surgery in Dogs

- Cornell University Vet Hospital: [VDH client resources

- Veterinary Evidence (2022): Outcomes after decompressive surgery

- Brisson, BA, 2010, J Vet Intern Med: Review of disc disease classification & outcomes
- Jeffery et al., 2016, Vet Rec: Evidence-based management of canine disc extrusion

- Bottom line

- Acute disc herniation is a true neurologic emergency.

- Prompt diagnosis and decompression surgery give the best chance for walking again —
often >90% success if deep pain is present.

- Even severe paralysis can improve with timely surgery and rehab.

- Long-term, weight control, muscle conditioning, and jump avoidance are your dog’s best
protection.
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